CHAPTER XXI
THE   CAMPAIGN   OF   1907
Returning to Paris in the autumn it was with the determination to enlarge and improve the America for the campaign of 1907. To make sure that the envelope of the balloon was still in good condition, I had it inflated with ordinary coal gas in the Galerie des Machines of the old Exposition Buildings. That fall the James Gordon Bennett balloon race cup was won by Lieut. Lalim of the American Army, with Major Hersey as his aide, they making a fine voyage from Paris almost to the coast of Scotland. Through Lieut. Lahm's father, F. S. Lalim, I was able to employ as chief mechanic in rebuilding the airship, Melvin Vaniman, an American who had been associated with Mr. Lahm in aeroplane experimentation. Vaniman proved to be a splendid mechanic, arid for the first time I felt that I could prepare designs and make plans with a reasonable degree of certainty that they would be executed.
Vaniman himself suggested the idea of the V-shaped car of steel tubing and solid wire stays,
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